
Directory of Children’s Mental Health Directors 
 
Please contact the director of children’s mental health services in your State or territory for 
potential partnership opportunities. 
 
Alabama 
 
Steve Lafreniere 
Director of Children's Mental Health Services  
Mental Illness Division  
Department of Mental Health & Mental 
Retardation  
100 N. Union Street  
P.O. Box 301410  
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1410  
Phone: (334) 353-7832  
Fax: (334) 242-3025  
Email: steve.lafreniere@mh.alabama.gov 

Alaska 
 
Brita L. Bishop, L.C.S.W. 
Children's Behavioral Health Specialist  
Division of Behavioral Health  
Department of Health & Social Services  
P.O. Box 110620  
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0620  
Phone: (907) 465-4994  
Fax: (907) 465-2185  
Email: brita_bishop@health.state.ak.us 

American Samoa 
 
Fuala'au Hanipale 
Chief  
Social Services Division  
Department of Human Resources  
American Samoa Government  
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799  
Phone: (684) 633-4485  
Fax: (684) 633-7449 

Arizona 
 
Frank Rider 
Chief, Bureau for Children's Services  
Behavioral Health  
Department of Health Services  
150 N. 18th Avenue  
Suite 220  
Phoenix, Arizona 85051  
Phone: (602) 364-4627  
Fax: (602) 364-4760  
Email: riderf@azdhs.gov 

Arkansas 
 
Anne Wells 
Assistant Director, Child & Adolescent 
Services  
Division of Mental Health  
Department of Human Services  
4313 West Markham Street  
Little Rock, Arkansas 72205  
Phone: (501) 686-9489  
Fax: (501) 686-9035  
Email: anne.wells@arkansas.gov 

California 
 
Dave Neilsen 
Chief  
Children and Family Policy Unit  
Department of Mental Health  
1600 9th Street, Room 100  
Sacramento, California 95814  
Phone: (916) 654-2952  
Fax: (916) 653-6486  
Email: dneilsen@dmh.ca.gov 



Colorado 
 
William Bane, M.S.W. 
Child Mental Health Specialist  
Division of Mental Health  
Department of Human Services  
3824 W. Princeton Circle  
Denver, Colorado 80236  
Phone: (303) 866-7406  
Fax: (303) 866-7428  
Email: bill.bane@state.co.us 

Connecticut 
 
Karen Andersson, Ph.D. 
Director of Mental Health  
Bureau of Behavioral Health, Medicine, 
Education  
Department of Children & Families  
505 Hudson Street  
Hartford, Connecticut 06106  
Phone: (860) 550-6683  
Fax: (860) 556-8022  
Email: karen.andersson@po.state.ct.us 

Delaware 
 
Susan A. Cycyk 
Director  
Division of Child Mental Health Services  
Department of Services for Children, Youth & 
Families  
1825 Faulkland Road Building 1  
Wilmington, Delaware 19805  
Phone: (302) 633-2600  
Fax: (302) 633-5118  
Email: susan.cycyk@state.de.us 

District of Columbia 
 
Shauna Spencer 
Director, Child & Youth Services  
Delivery Systems Management  
Department of Mental Health  
77 P Street, N.E. 4th Floor  
Washington, District of Columbia 20002  
Phone: (202) 671-2900  
Fax: (202) 673-1933  
Email: shauna.spencer@dc.gov 
 

Florida 
 
Sue Ross 
Chief  
Children's Mental Health  
Department of Children & Families  
1317 Winewood Blvd., Bldg. 6 Rm. 290  
Tallahassee, Florida 32399  
Phone: (850) 410-1177  
Fax: (850) 413-6886  
Email: Sue_Ross@dcf.state.fl.us 

Georgia 
 
Dawne R. Morgan 
Child & Adolescent Program Chief  
Division of Mental Health, Developmental 
Disabilities & Addictive Diseases  
Department of Human Services  
2 Peachtree Street, Suite 23-403  
Atlanta, Georgia 30303  
Phone: (404) 657-2157  
Fax: (404) 657-2160  
Email: dmorgan@dhr.state.ga.us 



Guam 
 
Annie B. F. Unpingco, MSW, LCSW 
Psychiatric Social Worker Supervisor  
Child & Adolescent Services Division  
Department of Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse  
790 Governor Carlos G. Camacho Road  
Tamuning, Guam 96913  
Phone: (671) 647-5348  
Fax: (671) 649-6948  
Email: aunpingco@mail.gov.gu 

Hawaii 
 
Christina M. Donkervoet 
Division Chief  
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Division  
Department of Health  
3627 Kilauea Avenue, Room 101  
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816  
Phone: (808) 733-9339  
Fax: (808) 733-9357  
Email: cmdonker@camhmis.health.state.hi.us 

Idaho 
 
Chuck Halligan 
Program Manager  
Division of Family & Community Services  
Department of Health & Welfare  
450 West State Street  
P.O. Box 83720, 5th Floor  
Boise, Idaho 83720  
Phone: (208) 334-6559  
Fax: (208) 334-6664  
Email: halligan@idhw.state.id.us 

Illinois 
 
Peter D. Nierman, M.D. 
Deputy Director  
Division of Mental Health  
Department of Human Services  
c/o Metropolitan Child & Adolescent Services 
Network  
4200 N. Oak Park Avenue/Annex  
Chicago, Illinois 60613  
Phone: (773) 794-4847  
Fax: (773) 794-4881  
Email: dhs0299@dhs.state.il.us 

Indiana 
 
Cheryl Shearer, ACSW, LCSW 
Bureau Chief, Children's Services  
Division of Mental Health & Addiction  
Family & Social Services Administration  
402 West Washington Street, W-353  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204  
Phone: (317) 232-7934  
Fax: (317) 233-3472  
Email: cheryl.shearer@fssa.in.gov 

Iowa 
 
Mary Mohrhauser 
Mental Health Specialist  
Division of Behavioral, Developmental & 
Protective Services  
Department of Human Services  
Hoover State Office Building  
1305 E. Walnut Street, 5th Floor  
Des Moines, Iowa 50319  
Phone: (515) 242-6845  
Fax: (515) 281-4597  
Email: mmohrha@dhs.state.ia.us 



Kansas 
 
Brad Kirmer 
Interim Team Leader for Children's Mental 
Health Services  
Division of Health Care Policy  
Department of Social and Rehabilitation 
Services  
Docking State Office Bldg.  
915 SW Harrison, 10th Floor  
Topeka, Kansas 66612  
Phone: (785) 296-3471  
Fax: (785) 296-6142  
Email: bjk@srskansas.org 

Kentucky 
 
Beth J. Armstrong 
MHMR Program Administrator  
KY Department for Mental Health & Mental 
Retardation Services  
Division of Mental Health & Substance Abuse  
100 Fair Oaks Lane 4E-D  
Frankfort, Kentucky 40621  
Phone: 502-564-7610  
Fax: 502-567-9010  
Email: Beth.Armstrong@ky.gov 

Louisiana 
 
Henry Yennie 
Director of Child & Adolescent  
Office of Mental Health  
Department of Health & Hospitals  
P.O. Box 4049, Bin #12  
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4049  
Phone: (225) 342-3804  
Fax: (225) 342-5066  
Email: hyennie@dhh.la.gov 

Maine 
 
Joan M. Smyrski 
Acting Director  
Division of Children's Services  
Department of Health & Human Services  
#40 State House Station  
Augusta, Maine 04333  
Phone: (207) 287-8769  
Fax: (207) 287-9915  
Email: joan.smyrski@maine.gov 

Maryland 
 
Albert A. Zachik, M.D. 
Director, Office of Child & Adolescent 
Services  
Mental Hygiene Administration  
Department of Health & Mental Hygiene  
Spring Grove Hospital Center, Mitchell 
Building  
55 Wade Avenue  
Catonsville, Maryland 21228  
Phone: (410) 402-8462  
Fax: (410) 402-8306  
Email: azachik@dhmh.state.md.us 

Massachusetts 
 
Joan Mikula 
Assistant Commissioner for  
Child-Adolescent Services  
Department of Mental Health  
25 Staniford Street, Central Office  
Boston, Massachusetts 02114  
Phone: (617) 626-8086  
Fax: (617) 626-8058  
Email: joan.mikula@dmh.state.ma.us 



Michigan 
 
Sherida Falvay 
Director  
Mental Health Services to Children & Families  
Department of Community Health  
Lewis Cass Building  
320 S. Walnut  
Lansing, Michigan 48909  
Phone: (517) 241-5762  
Fax: (517) 241-5778  
Email: falvay@michigan.gov 

Minnesota 
 
Glenace Edwall, Ph.D., Psy.D. 
Director  
Children's Mental Health Division  
Department of Human Services  
444 Lafayette Road  
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-3860  
Phone: (651) 215-1382  
Fax: (651) 215-5714  
Email: glenace.edwall@state.mn.us 

Mississippi 
 
Brenda Scafidi, Ed.D. 
Director, Division of Children & Youth 
Services  
Department of Mental Health  
1101 Robert E. Lee Bldg.  
Jackson, Mississippi 39201  
Phone: (601) 359-6212  
Fax: (601) 576-4040  
Email: bscafidi@msdmh.org 

Missouri 
 
Patricia Carter, Ph.D. 
Clinical Director  
Department of Mental Health  
1706 East Elm Street  
P.O. Box 687  
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102  
Phone: (573) 751-0142  
Fax: (573) 526-7926  
Email: patsy.carter@dmh.mo.gov 

Montana 
 
Pete W. Surdock, Jr., M.S.W., A.C.S.W. 
Bureau Chief  
Health Resources  
Child & Adult Health Resources Division  
1400 Broadway  
P.O. Box 202951  
Helena, Montana 59620  
Phone: (406) 444-1290  
Fax: (406) 444-9389  
Email: psurdock@mt.gov 

Nebraska 
 
Susan F. Adams 
Children's Planner  
Office of Mental Health, Substance Abuse & 
Addiction  
Department of Health & Human Services  
P.O. Box 98925  
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509  
Phone: (402) 479-5128  
Fax: (402) 479-5162  
Email: susan.adams@hhss.state.ne.us 



Nevada 
 
Christa Peterson, Ph.D. 
Deputy Administrator  
Division of Child and Family Services  
Department of Human Resources  
6171 W. Charleston Boulevard  
Las Vegas, Nevada 89158  
Phone: (702) 486-6190  
Fax: (702) 486-7627  
Email: drcrp@aol.com 

New Hampshire 
 
Joe Perry 
Administrator, Children's Mental Health 
Services  
Bureau of Behavioral Health  
Department of Health & Human Services  
105 Pleasant Street  
Concord, New Hampshire 03301  
Phone: (603) 271-5095  
Fax: (603) 271-5040  
Email: joeperry@dhhs.state.nh.us 

New Jersey 
 
Gail Krebs 
Acting Assistant Commissioner  
Office of Children's Services  
Department of Human Services  
Division of Child Behavioral Health  
PO Box 700 50 E. State Street  
Trenton, New Jersey 08625  
Phone: (609) 292-4741  
Fax: (609) 943-3002  
Email: gail.krebs@dhs.state.nj.us 

New Mexico 
 
Kenneth J. Martinez, Psy.D. 
Children's Behavioral Health Director  
Office of the Secretary  
New Mexico Children, Youth & Families  
P.O. Box 5160  
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502  
Phone: (505) 827-4667  
Fax: (505) 827-4053  
Email: kjmartinez@cyfd.state.nm.us 

New York 
 
VACANT  
Deputy Commissioner  
Division of Children & Families Services  
Office of Mental Health  
44 Holland Ave.  
Albany, New York 12229  
Phone: (518) 473-6328  
Fax: (518) 474-8998 

North Carolina 
 
Susan Robinson 
Head of Program Policies & Services Branch  
Division of Mental Health, Developmental 
Disabilities & Substance Abuse Services  
Department of Health and Human Services  
3015 Mail Service Center  
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-3015  
Phone: 919-715-2656  
Fax: 919-571-4878  
Email: susan.robinson@ncmail.net 



North Dakota 
 
Carla R. Kessel 
Administrator  
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Division  
Department of Human Services  
State Capitol - Judicial Wing  
600 East Boulevard Ave. Dept. 325  
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505  
Phone: 701-328-2335  
Fax: 701-328-3538  
Email: sokesc@state.nd.us 

Ohio 
 
Leslie Brower 
Assistant Deputy Director  
Division of Program & Policy Development  
Department of Mental Health  
30 East Broad Street, 8th Floor  
Columbus, Ohio 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-3140  
Fax: (614) 466-1571  
Email: browerl@mh.state.oh.us 

Ohio 
 
Kay Rietz 
Assistant Deputy Director  
Office of Children’s Services and Prevention  
Department of Mental Health  
30 East Broad St., 8th Floor  
Columbus, Ohio 43215  
Phone: (614) 466-1984  
Fax: (614) 466-1571  
Email: rietzk@mh.state.oh.us 

Oklahoma 
 
Jackie Shipp 
Director of Children’s Programs  
Division of Community Based Services  
ODMHSAS  
1200 N.E. 13th Street  
P.O. Box 53277  
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152  
Phone: (405) 522-4142  
Fax: (405) 522-3650  
Email: jshipp@odmhsas.org 

Oregon 
 
Bill Bouska, MPA 
Team Leader  
Office of Mental Health & Addictions 
Services  
500 Summer St. NE E-86  
Salem, Oregon 97301-1118  
Phone: (503) 945-9717  
Fax: (505) 947-5547  
Email: bill.bouska@state.or.us 

Pennsylvania 
 
Stanley J. Mrozowski, Ph.D. 
Director, Children's Bureau  
Office of Mental Health & Substance Abuse 
Services  
Department of Public Welfare  
P.O. Box 2675, Beechmont Building  
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105  
Phone: (717) 772-7763  
Fax: (717) 705-8268  
Email: smrozowski@state.pa.us 



Puerto Rico 
 
Pedro J. Morales, Ph.D 
Assistant Administrator for Children & 
Adolescents  
Treatment Services  
Mental Health & Anti-Addiction Service 
Administration  
Ave Barbosa 414  
P.O. Box 21414  
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00928-1414  
Phone: (787) 766-4171  
Fax: (787) 765-1255  
Email: pmorales@assmca.gobierno.pr 

Rhode Island 
 
Janet Anderson, Ed.D. 
Assistant Director  
Children's Behavioral Health  
Department of Children, Youth & Families  
101 Friendship Street  
Providence, Rhode Island 02903  
Phone: (401) 528-3756  
Fax: (401) 528-3760  
Email: andersj@dcyf.state.ri.us 

South Carolina 
 
Louise Johnson 
Director  
Division of Children, Adolescents & Their 
Families  
Department of Mental Health  
2414 Bull Street  
P.O. Box 485  
Columbia, South Carolina 29202  
Phone: (803) 898-8350  
Fax: (803) 898-8335  
Email: LKJ40@scdmh.org 

South Dakota 
 
Amy Iversen-Pollreisz 
Director of the South Dakota Division of 
Mental Health 
Department of Human Services  
Hillsview Plaza, East Highway 34  
c/o 500 East Capitol  
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-5070  
Phone: (605) 773-5991  
Fax: (605) 773-7076  
Email: amy.iversen-Pollreisz@state.sd.us 

Tennessee 
 
Freida Outlaw, DNSc 
Executive Director  
Special Populations  
425 5th Avenue, North  
Cordell Hull Building, 3rd. Floor  
Nashville, Tennessee 37243  
Phone: (615) 532-6758  
Fax: (615) 532-6719  
Email: freida.outlaw@state.tn.us 

Texas 
 
Frank Vega 
Program Specialist  
Community Health Substance Abuse Unit  
Department of State Health Services  
1100 West 49th St., Mail Code 2018  
Austin, Texas 78756  
Phone: (512) 206-4832  
Fax: (512) 206-4775  
Email: frank.vega@dshs.state.tx.us 



Utah 
 
Ron Stronbery  
Assistant Director, Prevention & Children’s 
Clinical Services  
Division of Substance Abuse & Mental Health  
Department of Human Services  
120 North 200 West, #209  
Salt Lake City, Utah 84103  
Phone: (801) 538-4698  
Fax: (801) 538-4696  
Email: rstronberg@utah.gov 
 

Vermont 
 
Charles Biss 
Director  
Child, Adolescent & Family Unit - Division 
Mental Health  
Department of Developmental & Mental 
Health Services  
103 South Main Street  
Waterbury, Vermont 05671  
Phone: (802) 241-2650  
Fax: (802) 241-3052  
Email: cbiss@vdh.state.vt.us 

Virgin Islands 
 
Jaslene Williams 
Assistant Director  
Division of MH, Alcoholism & Drug 
Dependency Service  
Department of Health  
3500 Richmond Christianstead  
St. Croix, USVI, Virgin Islands 00820  
Phone: (809) 773-1133  
Fax: (809) 773-7900  
Email: jaslene@attglobal.net 

Virginia 
 
Shirley Ricks 
Program Manager  
Child & Adolescent Services  
Department of Mental Health, Mental 
Retardation, & Substance Abuse Services  
1220 Bank St.  
P.O. Box 1797  
Richmond, Virginia 23219  
Phone: (804) 786-0992  
Fax: (804) 371-7959  
Email: 
shirley.ricks@co.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov 

Washington 
 
Bronwyn Vincent 
Program Administrator, Children's Lead  
Mental Health Division  
Department of Social & Health Services 
(DSHS)  
P.O. Box 45320  
Olympia, Washington 98504-5320  
Phone: (360) 902-0822  
Fax: (360) 902-0809  
Email: Vincebv@dshs.wa.gov 

West Virginia 
 
Patty Kelley 
Acting Director  
Division of Children's Mental Health  
Bureau for Behavioral Health & Health 
Facilities  
350 Capitol Street, Room 350  
Charleston, West Virginia 25305  
Phone: (304) 558-0627  
Fax: (304) 558-1008  
Email: pattykelley@wvdhhr.org 



Wisconsin 
 
Jeff Hinz 
Mental Health Programs Section Chief  
Bureau of Mental Health & Substance Abuse 
Services  
Department of Health & Family Services  
P.O. Box 7851  
Madison, Wisconsin 53707  
Phone: (608) 266-2861  
Fax: (608) 267-7793  
Email: hinzje@dhfs.state.wi.us 

Wyoming 
 
Lisa Brockman, R.N 
Children's Director  
Mental Health Division-Admin.  
Department of Health  
6101 Yellowstone Rd., Rm. 222  
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002  
Phone: (307) 777-7326  
Fax: (307) 777-5580  
Email: lbrock@state.wy.us 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


